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Inside Bryant University is named one of the
nation's top Military Friendly® schools
this
edition
Dennis Cosmo
Contributing Writer

weightings were determined by
VIQTORY with input from the
Military Friendly * Advisory
Council of independent leaders
in the higher education and
military recruitment community.
Final ratings were determined
by combining the institution's
survey scores with the assessment
of the institution s ability to meet
thresholds for Student Retention,
Graduation, Job Placement, Loan
Repayment, Persistence (Degree
Advancement
or
Transfer)
and Loan Default Rates for all
students and, specifically, for
student veterans.
About Military Friendly *
Schools: The Military Friendly *
Schools list is created each year
based on extensive research using
pubUc, data sources fpr more'
than 8,800 schools nationwide,
input from student veterans, and
responses to the proprietary,
data-driven Military Friendly*
Schools survey from participating
institutions.
The
survey questions,
methodology,
criteria,
and
weighting were developed with
the assistance of an independent
research firm
and an advisory
council
of
educators
and
employers. Ernst & Young, a
global leader in assurance, tax,
transaction,
and
advisory
services, independently evaluated
the scoring methodology used for
the Military Friendly* Schools

Opinion:

Continuing its mission to
provide veterans and their
spouses with the finest
choices
for post-secondary education,
VIQTORY has released the 20192020 Military Friendly * Schools
list. Bryant University was ranked
#2 in the country under the
category of Private not offering
Doctorates!
Now in its 10th year, the
Military Friendly* Schools list
has come to set the standard for
higher education institutions to
provide the best opportunities for
veterans and their spouses.
This prestigious list provides a
comprehensive guide for veterans
and their families using data
sources from federal agencies and
proprietary survey information
from participating organizations.
Institutions earning the Military
Friendly * School designation
were evaluated using both public
data sources and responses from
a proprietary survey completed
by the school. This year 766
schools earned this prestigious
designation.
The
2019-2020
Military Friendly* Schools list
will be published in the May
issue of G.I. Jobs magazine. "The
list can also be found at www.
militaryfriendly.com.
Methodology, criteria, and
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Bryant University increases their military friendly school status (Bryant SVA)

list using the criteria set forth by 2001, VIQTORY is a servicedisabled, veteran-owned small
VIQTORY.
The services performed by business (SDVOSB) that connects
EY are were limited to advisory themilitarycommunitytocivilian
procedures and do not provide employment, educational and
opportunities
assurance over the scoring entrepreneurial
methodology. The survey is through its G.I. Jobs *, Military
administered for free and is open Spouse, and Military Friendly *
to all post-secondary schools that brands. VIQTORY and its brands
wish to participate. Criteria for are not a part of or endorsed by
consideration can be found at the U.S. Department of Defense
or any federal government entity.
www.militaryfriendly.com.
About VIQTORY: Founded in

global problem of starvation.
In fact, livestock farming represents the biggest contribution of
greenhousegasemissionscausedbyhumanactivities.Environmentalists
estimate that livestock industries represent approximately 18% of
When faced to many recent reports on climate change. Trump all greenhouse gas emissions globally. The problem is complex and
claims that he does not see it happening. A recent report published involves more than just cows releasing methane in the atmosphere.
recently in 2019 by Viva demonstrates the impact of human activities The livestock sector impacts our environment at many different levels
including "soil carbon loss in grazing lands, energy used in growing
and livestock industries on global warming.
"In the beautiful Midwest, windchill temperatures are reaching animal feed, processing and
transporting animal feed and meat and nitrous oxide releases
minus 60 degrees, the coldest ever recorded. In coming days, expected
to get even colder. People can't last outside even for minutes. What the from nitrogenous fertilizers", only to mention a few (4). As global
hell is going on with Global Warming? Please come back fast, we need population keep increasing, approximately one in nine people are
undernourished today (49).
you!" (Trump, Twitter).
The current agriculturalapproach ofgrowing cropsto feed animals
It appears that Trump uses a skeptic and humoristic tone in this
is
inefficient
and cannot meet the worldwide demand. "Feeding food
tweet to reinforce his opinion on global warming. There is nonetheless
that humans could eat to animals, so that humans can e»t them, is
an important distinction between weather and climate.
For instance, one day of freezing cold weather in the United States clearly a waste of precious resources" mentions the report, urging for
certainly cannot justify or be used as a valid empirical evidence to a change in our common agricultural practices (50).
Instead, using crops to feed directly humans could increase total
reject the science behind climate change. The planet is warming up
very fast as global temperatures exceed 1°C in 2015, reaching an all- calories available by 70% and feed an additional 4 billion of people
around the world, conclude a previous study conducted in 2013 (50).
time high of emissions released.
Today, temperatures reach halfway to the 2°C (Butler 4). Actions \Many governments set guidelines and warn their people to reduce
must be taken to avoid the repercussions global warming could imply their consumption of meat. However, governments must consider this
for future generations such as rising sea level, flooding, water shortage, issue as an urgent and critical situation and actions must be taken. If
hurricanes, starvation, mass extinctions and many more disasters. the situation is ignored, experts estimate that the planet could reach
Environmentalists and different scientific organizations agree that as high as S'C by the end of this century, which wouldbe catastrophic
human activities are a central cause of global warming. A recent report (4). The report suggests that turning to renewable energy and buying
presented by Viva supports that livestock farming is detrimental for electric cars will not be enough to make a difference.
Instead, "the only way to stop this is to change the way we eat,
our environment and turns out to be an inefficient system to solve the
drastically reducing animal food production" (4).
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Department of Public Safety Log
(MVA) MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT Feb 18,2019-Monday at 07:42
Location: UPPER CLASS STUDENT/GENERAL PARKING D
Summary: DPS received a report of a front end loader backing into a vehicle while
removing snow.
EMT CALL EMT CALL / MEDICAL SERVICES RENDERED Feb 19,2019-Tuesday at
10:00
Location: UNISTRUCTURE
Summary: DPS received a report of a person that has fallen. EMS was activated.
Patient was transported by North Smithfield Rescue to Landmark Medical Centre for
treatment.
EMT CALL EMT CALL / MEDICAL SERVICES RENDERED Feb 19,2019-Tuesday at
10:00
Location: Barrington House
Summary: DPS received a report of a student that has passed out in Health Services.
The nurse requests a rescue be dispatched. EMS was activated. Patient was transported
by Smithfield Rescue to SFD Rescue to Fatima Hospital for treatment.

VANDALISM (SCHOOL BUILDING) Feb 19,2019-Tuesday at 12:10
Location: FISHER STUDENT CENTER
Summary: DPS received a report of vandalism in the Commuter Hub, Fisher Centre.
VANDALISM TO AUTO(S) Feb 22,2019-Friday at 13:25 19-02-22-002445
Location: TOWNHOUSE C
Summary: DPS received a report of vehicle with a damaged hood
LARCENY Feb 22,2019-Friday at 22:00
Location: Bristol House
Summary: DPS received a report from a student to report something stolen out of his
room.
EMT CALL EMT CALL / MEDICAL SERVICES RENDERED Feb 23,2019-Saturday at
00:32
Location: TOWNHOUSE P
Summary: DPS received a request a medical evaluation. EMS was activated. Patient was
transported by Smithfield Rescue to SFD Rescue to Fatima Hospital for treatment.
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NFL's Robert Kraft
implicated in FL
prostitution ring

>. > » 1
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Tweets of the Week
"The pharmaceutical industry is the greediest entity in
the country And the way we are going to beat them is by
milHons of people standing up and saying, "You're not
going to get away with killing Americans any longer.'"
-Bernie Sanders, 2/26/19 (@BernieSanders)
'^2dayIreintrod bill 2expand proven EVerify tool 2all US
employers '86 law made hiring illegal labor a FELONY My
Acctability thru ElectronicVerificationAct helps employrs
comply w law+puts US wrkers 1st Too bad sev nationally
known biz associations oppose They want cheap labor"
-Chuck Grassley, 2/26/19 (@ChuckGrassley)
"Michael Cohen was one of many lawyers who represented
me (unfortunately). He had other clients also. He was just
disbarred by the State Supreme Court for lying & fraud. He
did bad things unrelated to Trump. He is lying in order to
reduce his prison time. Using Crooked's lawyer!"
-Donald Trump, 2/27/19 (@realDonaldTrump)

Robert Kraft (Getty Images)

Matthew O'Connor
Contributing Writer
This past Friday, February
22nd, New England Patriots
owner, Robert Kraft, was charged
with sohciting prostitution at
Jupiter, Florida massage parlor.
Orchids of Asia Day spa.
The six-time super bowl
winning owner was among 25
individuals who were arrested,
and police have announced
that the arrests were part of an
ongoing investigation into human
trafficking in Florida. Police
believe the human trafficking
spans from New York to China,
and activity has taken place
through various South Florida
spa businesses.
It has been reported that
nearly 100 warrants have been
issued for individuals that were
in the area.
Police have accused two
women of running the operation
in at least 5 spas in the South
Florida area.
Robert Kraft has denied any
involvement in illegal activity
including in the prostitution ring
itself.
Police, however, have told
the press that as part of the
investigation, they had set up
hidden cameras in the spa and do
in fact have video footage of Kraft
allegedly engaging in the illegal
activity.
Kraft has been charged with
two misdemeanors as he was seen
visiting the spa on two different
occasions in January. The 77 yearold likely faces a small fine being
that he is a first time offender,
but he is still currently wrapped
up in the human trafficking
investigation.
John P. Havens was among the
list of names of those frequenting
Orchids of Asia Day spa.
Havens had the same name

and birthday as a renowned Wall
Street banker, former Citigroup
President, and Chairman of a
hedge fund by the name "Napier
Park Global.
The
business
enthusiast
additionally has a house in
Florida that is approximately 10
miles from the spa in question.
He has not currently said
anything to the press. .
Although the individuals who
had been running: tKe spas were
arrested, the woiiien' wbrking
in the spas are being treated as
victims of the human trafficking.
Police have hired translators
to talk to the women to find out
more of what has gone on and
who is involved.
Investigators know that the
women were moved around
without access to transportation
and forced to work under poor
conditions.
Most of the girls were living
at the spas and working all day
averaging 8-10 clients per day at
rates of $59 for 30 minutes and
$79 for 1hour.
This event will certainly leave
its mark on Kraft's reputation. As
a respected and admired figure in
the NFL, it will be interesting to
see how he will attempt to come
back from this.
Football fans are additionally
anxious to see how the NFL
will penalize Robert Kraft and
if he will continue to be seen on
television in Gillette Stadium's
box seats.
Human sex trafficking is the
real concern in this matter.
Many women suffer every day
from the conditions of trafficking
and our attention should be
focused less on the famousperson
being a suspect, and more on
the victims. Police are no doubt
taking the necessary steps to
bring an end to this operation in
Florida and around the country.

"Watching @HouseGOP fume about #Cohen's testimony
reminded me of the fury in mob circles years ago when law
enforcement cracked the code of "omerta." How dare he
break the code of Family first, the rat!"
^Sheldon Whitehouse, 2/27/19 (@SenWhitehouse)
"Andrew Wheeler is the perfect example of a cabinet
appointment in the Trump era - conflicted, unethical, and
hostile to the mission of the agency he was nominated to
lead. He shouldn't have been confirmed as Deputy Admin,
and he shouldn't be confirmed now."
-Mazie Hirono, 2/27/19 (@maziehirono)
"The only thing to discuss with Maduro at this point is
the time and date for his departure. For democracy to
return and for Venezuela to rebuild—Maduro must go.
#VenezuelaLibre"
-Mike Pence, 2/27/19 (@VP)
"Cohen is saying @realDonaldTrump knew about
Wikileaks in advance. That is a big deal."
-David Cicilline, 2/27/19 (@davidcicilline)
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Fast News of the week
- President Donald Trump and the Supreme
Leader of the DPRK, Kim Jong-un, met in
Vietnam
- The People s Republic of China said that the
talks that it is having with the Republic of China
(Taiwan) has to eventually result in reunification
- Chinese air forces conducted training missions
near Taiwan
- The Rhode Island Coastal Resources
Management Coucil conducted a vote on
Tuesday which determined that the proposal of
a $2 billion wind farm off the coast of Martha's
Vineyard
- Governor Gina Raimondo proposed raises
of up to $30,886 a year for three of her cabinet
members: The Health Director, The Department
of Labor and Training Director, and the soonto-be-confirmed director of the Department of
Public Safety
- Rhode Island State Representative, Joseph
Solomon, and Rhode Island State Senator, Mark
McKenney, sponsored legislation that Would
establish a Sales Tax Holiday in Rhode Island
- The United House of Representatives passed
a piece of legislation to expand background
checks for gun sales
- A fat rat was stuck in a manhole cover in
Germany, but was saved by firefighters
- The Romanian Coast Guard opened fire on a
Turkish boat due to the fact that it was fishing
illegally in the Black Sea
- Vladimir Putin said "The reality we live in' is
one where the US constantly cyberattacks Russia
- Forty-six people were trapped due to snow in
Dearborn, Montana
- Political scandals continue to worsen for
Justin Trudeau due to the fact that his ex-justice
minister accused his top aides of repeatedly
pressuring her to drop the prosecution of a
global engineering and construction firm
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The many lessons of Stephen
Covey are shown effective at
the 11th annual SVA NatCon
Dennis Cosmo
Contributing Writer
Two Bryant Veterans and two Bryant
ROTC cadets recently had the good fortune
to attend the 11th annual Student Veterans
of America (SVA) National Convention,
NATCON 2019. Funding was provided by
two $1,000 awards from VFW Post 5390
and Auxiliary 5390 in Portsmouth, RI and
a $2,000 SVA/Bank of America Business
Plan Competition from 2017. There,
among over 2,300 student veterans from
community colleges to PhD candidates, the
SVA President and CEO Jared Lyon gave a
poignant State of Student Veterans speech.
The theme was being "Left of Bang" or
proactive instead of reactive. This is a skill
set ingrained in daily military operations
stateside.It is also a planning consideration
and intuition for combat missions overseas.
Sometimes, it is lost in the transition to
civilian life.
For visual understanding imagine a
linear timeline stretching left, from the
past, to right into the future. The bang is
a point of impact for any significant event.
This could be predictable and scheduled
like an End of Term Separation date from
the military, first day of class, final exam,
or graduation from school into the "real
world".
Bang can also be unforeseen like a
paratrooper's
mid-air
entanglement,
reacting to an enemy ambush, a family
illness, a car accident, or a government
shutdown when you are living paycheck
to paycheck. The bang is something that
will have a dramatic effect on your life, the
lives of important people surrounding you,
or the organization with which you are
involved.
The purpose of Left of Bang is being
oriented and focused to the time before a
significant event. It is to be proactive.If you
are right of bang, you are focusing on time
after the event or reactive. Military mission
planning uses the term Set the Conditions.
Predicting worst case scenarios and
consequences (the bang) then planning,
coordinating, rehearsing, and gathering
information to mitigate risk and set the
condition favorable for success. We are
accustomed to packing list lay-outs,
Preventative Maintenance Checks and
Services (PMCS) for vehicles, weapon
systems, and mission essential equipment,
and Pre-Combat Checks and Pre-Combat
Inspections (PCCs & PCIs) before we
depart friendly lines towards the objective.
Sometimes this is the most mundane
aspects of military life and the bane of
most service members' existence but they
are there for a reason. We conduct battle
drills to better understand battlefield
geometry so every war-fighter knows what
to do, by instinct and muscle memory,
when communication breaks down or
key leaders are incapacitated. Successful
leaders communicate the Commander's
Intent for two levels above their own so
even the newest member of the team can
adapt and use initiative when the best laid
out plan fails and s/he, as the lone survivor,
fights on to the objective and completes
the mission. Being Left of Bang fosters an
adaptive and resilient individual.
The opposite approach is a reactive
mindset. It is constantly under-performing
because it is still mitigating the blow-back
from the previous significant event and
ill prepared for life's next "bang". This
mindset is cynical after being beaten down
by the inevitable follies in life. It seeks to
pin the blame on anyone or anything else
since they must nowput out fires. A reactive
or Right of Bang mindset does not accept
responsibility to change thinking habits or
practice better time management hygiene.
This mindset cannot effectively multitask.
It may multitask out of shear necessity, but
by no means efficiently.
Being Left of Bang and Setting the
Conditions reminds me of Stephen Covey's
Time Management Matrix. This is a tool

introduced in many Business Leadership or
Management classes and can be adapted to
many other aspects oflife. Activities, events,
or tasks are prioritized in four quadrants.
Before continuing it is also important at
this time to clearly identify your, or your
organization's mission statement. This is
the "why" you get out ofbed in the morning
or how you define success. Think of an endstate, where are you now and where do you
want to be? Now, the top two quadrants
are both IMPORTANT to that mission
statement. The bottom two are less or NOT
IMPORTANT to you being successful.
The left column has two quadrants that
are URGENT or time sensitive. The right
column holds two quadrants of activities
that are less or NOT URGENT on a time
scale. The key is organizing daily activities
and habits into their correct quadrant.
To be Left of Bang you must identify
your end-state. Be honest about where
you are and current limitations. Sort the
activities in the appropriate quadrants. The
top left quadrant under IMPORTANT and
URGENT is where most people operate on
a day to day basis. It is a reactive quadrant
putting out fires and not investing in risk
mitigation to prevent the next catastrophe.
It is a symptom of not havinga Left ofBang
mentality. The bottom two quadrants are
the causes. They seem urgent but are really
not important like pointless meetings or
popular activities with no definite benefit.
The activity or habit in the bottom
right quadrant is what one needs to avoid
or eliminate at all costs. These are NOT
IMPORTANT and NOT URGENT but
soaks up most of one's available time. These
are time iWMters that do not contribute to
the mission statement or end-state. They
are immediate gratifiers that our baserwants demand but end up causing us to live
in a Right of Bang existence. To be Left of
Bang we need increase activities in the top
right quadrant labeled IMPORTANT but
NOT URGENT.
The top right quadrant is where Left of
Bang thinkers thrive. It is the golden zone.
It predicts foreseeable events and identifies
implied-tasks necessary to achieve success.
It utilizes backwards planning and sets
milestones to set metrics conducive for
achieving goals. These activities invest
time and energy into oneself or the
organization's mission statement. It builds
relationships and rapport. It thinks about
risk mitigation. It operates in the future to
predict likely courses of action and most
dangerous courses of action. The Left of
Bang mindset thinks of ways to lessen
the probability of previously unforeseen
significant events, or bangs, ever
happening at all. While we cannot control
everything in life, we can control how we
react to them. Focusing on increasing the
activities in the top right quadrant, or
operating Left of Bang, enables us greater
flexibility
in uncertain times. It allows us
to transcend our stations in life so we grow
and achieve our goals instead of constantly
being behind the power curve and feeling
overwhelmed with life's challenges.
Student veterans that attended the 11th
SVA NatCon defined success merely by
being there. They all faced challenges in the
military, transitioning from the military
to student life, and even struggle with
obstacles in their family or personal lives.
Each of the over 2,300 men and women
chose to operate Left of Bang by investing
in themselves and their individual SVA
chapters by networking, cross-pollinating
best practices, and seeking careers after
graduation. They will continue to be
successful by investingin their professional
development that will pay dividends in the
future. Many transitioned from junior
enlisted, being on the receiving end of
strategic intent, to planning operations
and logistics to get their peers across the
country to this event. They will continue to
show resilience and growth at every stage
in their development. The learning never
ends.
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Promoting positivity through adversity:
Q&A with student and author Rocio
Christopher Polis
Business Editor
The Archway got the amazing opportunity to speak with an amazing person, Rocio
Caceres. Rocio is a 20-year-old student, currently living outside of Dallas, Texas. Along
with being the most positive, happy, and wholesome person you'd ever meet, Rocio is
an advocate for those with disabilities. However, she doesn't believe the word "disabled"
is proper. Instead, Rocio prefers to see all people as "unique." As a published author
and a trilingual communicator, Rocio's potential is immeasurable considering she only
becomes more and more passionate each day about helping others. Let's hear Rocio's
remarkable story thus far...
Chris: Tell us about yourself. Where have youlived and traveled to? What classes have
you taken and which interests you most? Who are some of your biggest inspirations and
why?
Rocio: I was born in Valencia, Spain. When I. was 9 months old, I moved to
Longmeadow, Massachusetts. There, they foundIhad Cerebral Palsy, thought to be the
outcome of a lack of oxygen. Indeed, that was my case - life didn't stop though! I still
went to Blueberry Hill Elementary, and was put on a least restricted environment plan.
All that means is that I took common core classes along with other students, but the
difference was that I've been slightly guidedby dedicated caregivers who'd work with me
and help with things like increasing font size.
Likewise, when I lived in Minnesota for a year, I was given tips and tricks to aid
memory. One of the cool things is that since vision is limited for me, people read stuff to
me and my mind soaks up the information as if it were a sponge.I was very capable of
passing classes like Math, Chemistry, English, Biology, and History with an A+ grade.
Working hard and learning a lot,Iwas proud to receive a high school diploma.
I'm currently in college at Springfield Technical Community, finishing up my second
year. So far in college, I hav«»tafcen classes in subjects such as English, Psychology,
Computer Science, and Math. However, the writing classes are most important to me
becauseIwant to become a well-known writer that inspires children to be better people.
Since the semester is coming to a close,Iam unsure what classes I'll take next year at this
time, butIam certain thatIlove learning new and challenging concepts!
Some of my biggest inspirations are my mom because of her ability to create something
out of nothing with her paintings, my dad for all his knowledge about business and his
drive to share it, my sister Paloma for her intelligence, my sister Luz for her ability to
be goofy and entertain a crowd, my sister Arancha for her ability to build skyscrapers,
and my former caregiver, Sammy, for having the patience everyone should have toward
others - including me.

Rocio: I've always consideredmy bunny a best friend.Her loss was veryheartbreaking

The first book "Fluffy hops into my family" is available on Amazon (CreateSpace)
sinceItook close care of Fluffy andI was very confused since it was a sudden death. I
decided to turn a negative into a positive and make a book about her life to have a longlasting memory. My favorite part of the book is my explanation of how she ripped a couch
apart sinceIremember this vividly! It brings a smile to my face to call that to mind!
Chris: Why do you like to write? Do you think that writing is a great way to
communicate and keep your brain strong? Aside from the Fluffy series, what other types
of books could you see yourself writing?

Rocio: In the near future,Iwill consider writing any story that teaches children life
Chris: You're a published author with a series of books about a pet bunny you had
named Fluffy - what inspired you to begin writing these books? Why was Fluffy so lessons and influences them in a positive way.Ialso think that writing to communicate
special to you and your family? Of the many memories you wrote about, what is your with your loved ones is a great way to remind them that you are there for them even
if you are far away, as well as with people who you don't know! It is an opportunity to
favorite memory ofFluffy?
be creative and to tell a good story, which makes your brain stronger. That's important
because CP affects your brain function a lot, and you have to work hard to regain it.
Chris: You can speak 3 languages fluently, what fascinates you about learning a
new language such as German? How is learning a new language beneficial in terms of
communication? What is most challenging, but most rewarding about learning a new
language?
Rocio: I believe learning new languages opens many doors when trying to
communicate with new family and friends, even if they understand you in English or
Spanish, going the extra mile is important! My sister is going to be married to a German,
soIbegan learning to be able to communicate with their future kids and with his family.
You can travel more and blend in with culture. It's also good because German is not a
language I'd hear daily untilI started learning, so teaching myself pushes me out of my
comfort zone. The challenge here is spelling German words! You might miss letters as
there are tons of extras. On the plus side, if you practice it, you master it.
Chris: How has CP changed your life? What is your message for others with CP and
for those who aren't familiar with CP? Considering you especially strive to support and
help non-verbal communicators, what is your message to non-verbal communicators?
Rocio: The most important messageI would like to spread about CP is that we're all
unique, whether nonverbal or verbal, we can all get things done in our very own way, just
with a little help. A huge factor with CP is physical pain in your muscles. Well, if you have
love surrounding you - then smile and love back, because that makes the pain get better.
Thank you, Rocio. It's been a pleasure and an honor to hear your story and share it
with readers! Personally, Rocio has made such a positive impact in my life despite only
knowing her for a short period of time. The best part is, Rocio's capacity to care doesn't
just stop at you orI- Rocio has the ability to help the whole world care more.

Rocio smiles big holding her first two booi(s of the series (Rocio Caceres)

Interested in business? Like to write? Send in a business article and get
published! Send articles to archway@bryant.edu
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Financial moral dilemma arises from
Amazon pulling out of New York deal
Richard Ramirez
Contributing Writer
On November 13, 2018, Amazon concluded its yearlong search for a second
headquarters. They decided to set up their headquarters in two parts in two separate
locations. The first half of the headquarters was planned to be set up in Arlington
Virginia. The second half was planned to be built in Queens New York. Amazon received
a large number of government subsidies for choosing to build its headquarters in these
locations. Virginia offered Amazon "performance-based direct incentives" of $573
million. This included a $550 million cash grant from the Commonwealth of Virginia
and a $23 million cash grant from Arlington. New York offered Amazon "performancebased direct incentives" of $1,525 billion. These incentives included a refundable tax
credit through New York State's Excelsior Program of $1.2 billion and a cash grant from
Empire State Development of $325 Million. Amazon was supposed to be receiving these
government incentives over the next ten years, if they ended up actually creating the
25,000 high paying jobs they claimed each location would create.
Amazon faced an unexpected fierce backlash in New York from lawmakers,
progressive activists, and union leaders. These groups were against Amazon receiving
nearly $3 billion in government incentives. This sparked intqise strife in New York that
split the city into two general opinions on the matter. The first is in support of the deal,
claiming that Amazon would bring with it a lot of economic value and activity, improving
the general economy of New York. The other opinion is against the deal, believing that
Amazon coming to New York would increase the cost of living and only benefit wealthy
individuals. This opinion was pushed very hard by the insurgent progressive politicians
led by Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. There were small protests at first, but
the opposition to the deal really showed at two city council meetings. Protesters filled A rendering of what could have been for Amazon in NYC (NYCEDQ
the seats and chanted against the company. The city council members sat back and did
Amazon's decision was abrupt and raises a financial moral dilemma. The protests
not defend the deal. Company executives got protested against equally at the second
meeting. The backlash on the deal showed no signs of rolling over, and Amazons image weren't against Amazon as a company, while some did object to Amazon's business
began to suffer as a result. After this ordeal, it was clear that there was a lot of opposition practices. The heart of the protest was to government incentives being offered to wealthy
to the deal and Amazon was faced with a decision. Push forward and deal with the issue companies. The theory being that these companies already have enough money, and it
at hand, or pull out altogether. Amazon decided on the latter and canceled the plans to should be going to people who need it. The question that arises from this research is
build a headquarters in Queens, New York on February 14, 2019. Amazon still plans to whether or not we can trust the government to invest in the people's behalf. That is what
this is at the end of the day. The government is making an investment on behalf of the
move forward with its plan to build a headquarter in Virginia.

Medtronic Mazor X robotic surgery system
enters to mainstream medical markets
Joe Carlson
MCT Campus

efficiency in the operating room. And a goal of having a shorter operation," Shafa
explained as he worked. "That means less blood loss, and hopefully a less painful surgery."
Jean Pearson, 58, of Coon Rapids, said she was surprised to learn that her surgery six
weeks ago would be done using robotic guidance, but she was ready to try it.
On Tuesday, she stoodunder her own power at the front of the room next to Shafa, who
explained that Pearson needed surgery to treat a complex, multiple-level deformity that
required putting screws into Shafa's very narrow "pedicles," which are bony structures
on the vertebrae.
"It's going really well," Pearson said Tuesday. "I'm amazed to be standing here."

Following years of work, Medtronic is launching the newest Mazor X spinal surgery
system with robotic navigation in the United States, with two systems already sold in
Minnesota.
Spine surgeon Dr. Eiman Shafa demonstrated at Abbott Northwestern Hospital on
Tuesday how the new system uses robotics and in-room navigation to precisely position
traditional surgical tools, making routine spine cases more efficient and complex cases
more exacting. The Mayo Clinic in Rochester also has such a system.
"We're basically performing the same surgeries that we have in the past ... [but]
this device helps us to do that with overall less collateral damage," said Shafa, who
works for the Twin Cities Spine Center and uses Medtronic's Mazor X system at Abbott
Northwestern in south Minneapolis. "In essence, it allows us to be as less-invasive as we
can possibly be."
Like other kinds of robotic surgical systems, the Mazor X is a piece of durable hospital
equipment that also requires single-use items for each procedure. Medtronic acquired the
device's original maker, Israel-based Mazor Robotics, in a $1.8 billion deal in December.
The Mazor X retails for less than $1million to hospitals, though Medtronic is hoping
the system will drive not just sales of robots, but a long list of Medtronic supplies used
in spine surgery — especially as traction grows for the latest model, the Mazor X Steahh
Edition, which incorporates Medtronic engineering and design into Mazor's existing
system.
"We believe that integrating the Mazor X robot with our StealthStation navigation
and O-arm imaging equipment, as well as with our spine implants, creates a long-term
competitive advantage for us in the spine market; one that we intend to capitalize on,"
Medtronic ChiefExecutive Omar Ishrak told stock analysts in November, according to a
transcript from Seeking Alpha.
Medtronic announced the U.S. launch of the Stealth Edition in January. The system
that Shafa demonstrated on Tuesday was the older Mazor X version, though a spokesman
for Abbott Northwestern said the hospital's system is slated to be upgraded to the latest
Stealth Edition by early April.
With television cameras rolling in a small conference room on the ground floor of
Abbott Northwestern, Shafa showed how the Mazor X's robotic arm could execute a
previously programmed surgical plan using a mannequin. (Although the mannequin
had a large section of its "back" removed for the demo, a real lumbar-fusion surgery with
the system would have been done "percutaneously" using thin instruments and small
tunnels through muscle.)
Once Shafa was ready, the robotic arm emitted green light anda faint alert tone as the
robotic arm swung into the surgical field above the mannequin. Using navigation data
beamed from a component with dual side-by-side sensors that look a bit like the head of
an old Nintendo "Robotic Operating Buddy," the device positioned a tool holder at the
correct height and angle above the "patient" so that Shafa could direct a guidewire and
manual bone drill into position.
"As you can see, the steps are fluid. They are reproduceable. This allows me extra Medtronic Mazor X could revolutionize spinal surgeries (Medtronic)
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The Steelers struggle as players look to leave
Jared Benharris
Contributing Writer
Last week, big news came out of the Pittsburgh Steelers
organization. Star wide receiver, Antonio Brown, made
headhnes. After Brown asked for a trade at the end of
the season, the Steelers have announced that they will be
shopping him around this offseason.It seems that Browns
tenure as a Steeler is over. Even more news was made when
Le'Veon Bell, arguably the best running back inthe league,
was not franchised tagged by the Steelers. Bell responded
with a tweet saying he was, "free at last," showing his
excitement to be a free agent.Bell in the past two years had
been tagged and sat out the whole last season due to this.
He wanted a big contract with Pittsburgh before the start
of last year, but now the two parties are splitting ways.
With the Steelers losing two top three players in theii;^
perspective positions in the league, the question must be
asked, how will they come back from this? Missing the
playoffs last year and becoming a team with many issues,
they must start to rebuild parts of the team. With Brown
and Bell presumably gone, they will be needing to fill
some large holes in their offense. The biggest thing that
comes out of this is the effect it has on the AFC. Although
the Steelers missed the playoffs, they are always a threat to
be a contender to make a great playoff run.Now with them
out of the picture, for the foreseeable future, the focus is
on the Patriots and Chiefs.
These two teams are the top dogs in the AFC, and
it seems they will not be stopped by anyone other than
each other. Coming up on next year, the Chiefs and
Patriots will no longer have to worry about the Steelers.
The Patriots are coming off a Super Bowl winning season.
However, they need more weapons on the offense. With an
old wide receiver core and Rob Gronkowski considering
retirement, it is time for the Patriots to get some new
names. Julian Edelman will always be a great option for
Tom Brady, but there is much more needed. With Odell

Bell (#26) and Brown (#84) could find themselves on new teams next year (Justin K. Alter)
Beckham Jr. being aggressively pursued on a trade by the
Patriots, it is safe to say they are searching for new options
for Brady and company.
The AFC is being shifted around. Many stars around
the league want new contracts. Bell and Brown are just
the beginning of what will be a headline filled offseason
in the NFL. The best thing the Patriots can do with these
two stars being potentially in the AFC East starting next
year is to protect their own assets. Bolster the offense in
skill positions and keep the defense tight. However, their
biggest threat will remain the Chiefs. It is a good perk the
Steelers are not a threat for another Super Bowl run toNew
England. Brown willnever be traded to the Patriots due to

how bad of a decision that would be for the Steelers. Bell
is the outlier: an unrestricted free agent can make his own
decisions. As the Patriots continue to be in the market for
offensive skill, the league must pray Bell does not make
his way to 1 Patriot Place in Foxborough.It is more likely
he will be brought on by a team like the Jets that have a
lot of cap room. Bell has also shown interest in going to
the Eagles. Yet, even amongst these rumors. Patriots fans
can still pray to get him on the roster.In a dream scenario
where Bell lands in New England, Tom Brady and Bill
Belichick will be staring Lombardi Trophy number seven
right in the eyes.

Recapping the 2019 NBA All Star Weekend
Evan Smith
Contributing Writer

The NBA All-Star weekend is usually
an action-packed event filled with many
memorable moments. This year was no
exception, as 2019 is off to a hot start with
the conclusion of the All-Star break. There
are many exciting things from the weekend
to talk about as the break kicks off the
remainder of the season.
The 2019 NBA All-Star Weekend
kicked off on Friday, February 15th in
Charlotte, North Carolina. The fun started
on Friday with the celebrity All-Star game
and the MTN DEW ICERising Stars game.
Internet comedian Famous Los took the
MVP in the celebrity game leading his
team with 22 points. The Rising Stars game
was filled with the best young players in
the league going head to head in a Team
USA vs. Team World battle. Kyle Kuzma of
the Los Angeles Lakers claimed MVP with
his 35 points for Team USA. Ben Simmons
of the Philadelphia 76ers lead Team World
with 28 points, among other impressive
performances from other first and second
year players.
On Saturday, things turned up a notch
with the Taco Bell Skills Challenge, ThreePoint Contest, and the AT&T Slam Dunk
event. In the Taco Bell Skills Challenge,
players showcase their abilities in a
multi-dimensional course involving ball
handling, passing, and shooting. Jayson
Tatum of the Boston Celtics narrowly beat
out rookie Trae Youngof the AtlantaHawks
in the final round with an impressive

Players participated in the annual dunk
long-range 3-point shot. Joe Harris of the
Brooklyn Nets was the winner of the Three
Point Contest scoring 26 points in the final
round to seal the victory competing against
the best basketball shooters in the world.
In the AT&T Slam Dunk event, fans were
blown away by winner Hamidou Diallo
of the Oklahoma City Thunder who put
on a show with his creativity and athletic
ability.

their respective teamsprior to the weekend,
so both teams were ready to get after it.
In a back and forth game. Team LeBron
finished on top with 178 total points to
Team Giannis' 164 points. Kevin Durant
of the Golden State warriors hoisted his
second career NBA All-Star MVP trophy
with his commanding 31 points on 10-15
shooting.
There were many standout moments in
the game. Team Giannislead by as much as
20 points in the first half, mainly due to the
help of their captain Antetokounmpo who
had a game high of 38 points and from the
help of Stephen Curry of the Golden State
Warriors who lofted a towering alley-oop
to Giannis in the 2nd quarter creating one
of the contests most impressive highlights.
Team Lebron found it within their self to
climb back with the help of an outstanding
shooting display from the likes of Damian
Lilliard, Kawhi Leonard, and Klay
Thompson. The
2019 All-Star game was also a chance
to say goodbye to two legends of the game.
Dwayne Wade of the Miami Heat and Dirk
Nowitzki of the Dallas Mavericks, who are
both playing in their last season, had the
chance to lace them up one final time. The
contest (BobDonnan)
weekend wrapped up with a ceremony to
On Sunday, February 17th, was the honor these two legends.
68th NBA All-Star Game. This year marks
The All-Star break prepares us for
the first year after the implementation of what should be an exciting second half
a new format change where the teams are of the NBA season. There is much more
decided by a drafting process between basketball to come in 2019, hopefully the
two honorary captains instead of splitting excitement from the weekend will carry
into teams of East and West. The captains over in a big fashion. The 2019 NBA Allwere LeBron James of the Los Angeles Star weekend proved yet again that the
Lakers and Giannis Antetokounmpo of the league is in good hands.
Milwaukee Bucks. The captains selected
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After 11 years together. Ravens
reportedly agree to trade Joe
Flacco to Broncos for draft pick
introductory news conference last month,
noted that "all it takes is one team."
"It's like playing chess," he said. "You
need different options. ... If there's one
The Ravens reportedly have agreed team interested, yeah, we'll probably trade
in principle to trade longtime starting him. If there's nobody interested, we'll
quarterback Joe Flacco to the Denver have to make another decision, but Iwill
Broncos, a long-expected departure that say this: This league craves quarterbacks.
will offer the franchise significant relief And Joe Flacco has won a lot of games."
Flacco started 163 regular-season
from the former Super Bowl Most Valuable
games
for the Ravens, passing for
Player's onerous contract.
ESPN first reported the deal, which 38,245 yards, 212 touchdowns and 136
cannot be completed until the new NFL interceptions as he oversaw the franchise's
year starts March 13. In exchange, the winningest era. The Ravens won at least
Ravens reportedly will receive one of eight games in erery season in which he
Denver's two fourth-round draft picks. started all 16 games and have appeared in
Teams are prohibited from commenting the playoffs seven times since he was taken
in the first round in 2008.
on the deal untilit is finalized.
But Flacco was hurt midway through
The Ravens would create $10.5 million
in cap space and incur $16 million in last season and ultimately lost his job
dead money by trading Flacco, who to Jackson, a rookie who helped lead the
signed a then-record six-year, $120.6 team to its first playoff appearance since
million contract in 2013 after leading the 2014 and first AFC North title since 2012.
Ravens to a Super Bowl XLVII victory. If After the season, coach John Harbaugh,
it's designated as a post-June 1 trade, the who was hired the year Flacco was drafted,
Ravens would incur just $8 million in dead announced that Jackson would be their
money and save $18.5 million for next quarterback of the future. At his end-ofseason news conference, Harbaugh said
tcason.
Flacco's
value, despite subpar results in
With the Ravens committed long term
recent
years,
is still high.
to Lamar Jackson, whose rookie deal is
"I'm not just saying that, OK, butI do
far more financially flexible,
it was no
surprise that the Ravens would enter 2019 believe that," he said. "Joe can throw the
without Flacco on their roster. But given football. He's a big, strong quarterback.
the 34-year-old's $18.5 million salary cap He's moving much better than he was [in]
hit next season, it was unclear whether the '15 — well, '16, after the [season-ending
Ravens would find a willing trade partner. knee] injury — and even '17. Joe's ready to
Bnt general manager Eric DeCosta, at his roll. You protect Joe, you give him some

Jonas Shaffer
MCT Campus

Joe Flacco being drafted by the Baltimore Ravens in 2008 (The BaltimoreSun)

weapons out there, you're going to see one
of the best quarterbacks in the league. He
can throw the ball. All you have to do is
just put Joe next to the other guys — that's
really the competition. If I'm a team out
there, who's the best option for me? Joe
is going to be on a lot of lists, there's no
doubt. AndI would just recommend him
for the kind of person he is."
The trade will be a boon for the Ravens
and their former franchise quarterback.
The deal would give DeCosta seven picks
in April's draft (plus a likely compensatory
third-round pick for former Ravens center
Ryan Jensen), and the team should have
over $30 million in salary cap room this
offseason, with even greater Flacco-related
savings the next two years.
With a trade to the Broncos, Flacco
returns to the site of his most memorable
performance and instantly assume control
of the team's starting job, previously held
by Case Keenum.In his three career games
at Denver, which hasn't made the playoffs
since winning Super Bowl 50 three years
ago, Flacco has completed 54.7 percent of
his passes, averaged 270 yards per game,
and thrown seven touchdowns and two
interceptions.
His one win came in January 2013,
when he threw a game-tying 70-yard
touchdown pass to Jacoby Jones with
under a minute left in regulation of a
divisional-round playoff game. The Ravens
later prevailed in double overtime, 38-35,
and would claim their second Super Bowl
title less than a month later with a win

over the San Francisco 49ers. First-year
Broncos coach Vic Fangio was the 49ers'
defensive coordinator that season; he also
overlapped with Flacco's first two years
in Baltimore as a member of the Ravens'
defensive coaching staff.
In the final
weeks of Flacco's final
season in Baltimore, he kept mostly quiet,
reluctant to step into the spotlight that
now shined on Jackson. He said being a
backup for the first time in his career was
a "different" experience, but he was happy
the team was winning. After the Ravens'
season ended in the wild-card round with
a loss to the Los Angeles Chargers last
month, a home defeat marred by earlygame passing struggles andlate-game boos,
Flacco refused afterward to say whether he
thought he should have replaced Jackson.
He seemed to understand that his days in
Baltimore were numbered.
"It's been 11 years," Flacco said. "You
come inand you feel one way and youdon't
know what to expect, but the people [in
Baltimore] warm up to you, you warm up
to the people, and to be honest with you,
I can't imagine a better 11 years with this
place becoming my home, my children's
home and just how many different life
changesIwent through and how much we
won here.I'm not from too far up the road,
and the people here are a lot hke the people
I grew up with. Definitely a group of fans
and a community thatIlove to be around."
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Failure: Success that's in disguise
Elana Williams-Leonard
Copy Editor
I'm sure you have experienced failure at some point in
your life. Maybe a job that you had been anxiously waiting
to hear back from for months finally told you that you
are not what they are looking for. Maybe a position in the
graduate school program of your dreams only had five
spots to fill and unfortunately, you did not make the cut.
Perhaps it was even a love interest who allowed you to tap
into your vulnerability for the first time and share your
true feelings, only for them to tell you that they would
rather be friends. Whatever the case may be, we can all
agree that we have experienced some form of failure. We
can also all agree that it is not an easy thing to deal with.
Despite this, the way you decide to channel your energy
afterward is critical in the process of recovery.
During the initial moment of failure, your reaction is
that of anger accompanied by sadness. Failure or rejection
of any kind puts a significant damper on your overall
attitude. The rest of your day—or days—is consistent of
continuous contemplation regarding the reasoning behind
why it happened. Youmay even begin to feel as though you
are not good enough at anything or that you were foolish
to even believe that you would be able to succeed at the
respective undertaking.
Iam here to tell you that you are in control of how you
let your failure affect you thereafter. You dictate the way
you navigate through life once it occurs. You control how
long you let the situation consume you. There is no debate
about the extreme difficulty involved in getting over the
dissatisfaction or the distress that comes along with it,
but constantly dwelling on the situation will not help you
move on. You must be strong and persevere.
Firstly, it is important that you give yourself time to
process what has happened. If you were not chosen for
the position, give yourself some time to sit with those
emotions and feel them. This is crucial. Be frustrated. Be

FAILURE
JS NOT
^ OPPOSITE OP

%

2iCCESS .(TlS

PART
OF SUCCESS.

(Odyssey Online)

disappointed. Be sad. Process those feelings. You must
understand and confront those emotions before you can
move on.
Now, once you have dedicated some time to this
essential emotional healing, it is then time to channel your
energy elsewhere. You must remember that failure is apart
of the process. You need to be willing to understand its
role in your life, what it is trying to teach you, and how you
can learn from it. Also, please remember that there would
be no success without failure. Iknow this sounds cliche,
but it is merely a reality. Think about all of the people who
have been rejected that are now in positions of power and
are tremendously successful, influencing the world on a
daily basis. If they had given up the first time they did not
get what they worked for and let their disappointment
consume them, where would they be right now?
Imagine a world where famous basketball player
Michael Jordan decided to give up when he was cut from
the team during his sophomore year of high school.
Imagine a world where.Stephen Kingstopped writing afteji
his 30+ rejection letters for his now critically-acclaimed

book, "Carrie," that was subsequently made into a classic
film in 1976. Imagine a world where Jerry Seinfeld gave up
comedy whenhe was booed off of the stage during his very
first gig. What if Oprah had given up journalism when she
was deemed "unfit for television?"
As Thomas Edison modestly expressed, "Many of life's
failures are people who did not realize how close they were
to success when they gave up." Think of these exceptional
people and these words the next time something doesn't
go your way. It is important that you embrace your failure
and understand that it has become a part of life for a
reason. We all experience it. We all understand the pain
that comes along with it. Regardless of this, we must learn
to embrace it and not let it define us.
If you are someone who does not deal with failure well,
Iam sorry to tell you, but you will fail again. Maybe it'll be
something small, and maybe it'llbe somethingbig. Despite
the severity of this failure, you must understand that it is
solely alearning experience. You need to eventually accept
it and then make an active decision to live with and in
spite of it simultaneously. You cannot let it control your
attitude, emotions, and behavior. You cannot allow it to
deter you from applying yourself and trying new things.
Instead, let it invigorate and inspire you. Let it do its job
and mold you into who you are supposed to be. Once you
understand the role the situation plays inyour life, you are
a step ahead of everyone else.
Failure forces you to become more adaptable, more
accepting, more resilient, and most importantly, it helps
you become fearless. And once you get to a position where
you are fearless, that is when you are truly free. That is
when nobody can get in the way of your success. As J. K.
Rowling eloquently puts it, "It is impossible tolive without
failing at something, unless youlive so cautiously that you
might as well not have lived at all - in which case, you fail
by default."

Celebrities' influence in the market
reaps rewards and consequences
and now has immense exposure on twitter with over 100 million combined viewers.
The reaction quickly showed in the stock market as investors were losing confidence
in Nike products. The game occurred in the market afterhours of Wednesday, causing
the Nike share price to drop 1.7%, losing $1.1 billion in value. Celebrity endorsement can
be extremely valuable for some companies; however, with the power that they possess, it
When considering making personal investments, people indulge in an abundance can often backfire. Many factors played into the drastic after hours drop that Nike stock
of complex software's and detailed systems to predict what may happen to a company endured, largely resulting from the mass volume of people who viewed the incident,
share price; however, there is nothing in place that can take into account the impact greatly declining investor confidence in the stock.
This incident was not the first time the involvement of a celebrity swayed a company's
that celebrity involvement may have on the company. Successful endorsement plans
value.
In February of 2018, a well-known American reality television personality, model,
exist across a variety of industries, yet celebrity involvement does not always turn out as
and
entrepreneur
created a buzz within the market. Late in the trading day on Tliursday,
intended. In some cases, companies can even lose billions of dollars.
This past Wednesday, February 20th of 2019, a historic college basketball game took February 9th, Kylie Jenner tweeted to her 26.4 million and counting group of followers
place. The Duke versus UNC rivalry has always been strong, but this year has been a bit that she no longer uses the popular app Snapchat and often found herself never opening
different, as it has grown stronger over the years. The game on Wednesday had record it. This tweet alone caused a landslide in Snapchats stock price, quickly causing the
high ticket prices, reaching upwards of $2,500 for a chance to view the teams play. Much company to lose $1.4 billion in market value, roughly 7.2%.
"riie impact celebrities had on these companies was significant, and both short-term
of this attention was focused on Zion Williamson, a star freshman on the Duke roster.
and long-term ramifications willlikely burden their futures. Occurrences like this create
The game began shortly after 9:00pm, with Zion securing the jump ball followed by
Duke driving down the court. The atmosphere was lively, and the small Duke stadium a very difficult landscape for companies to assess risk, leaving investors more cautious
was filled to maximum capacity. However, the crowd was in for a disappointment. Within and less confident.
All in all, celebrity involvement within an industry creates significant new volatility,
30 seconds from the start of the game, Zionmade a hard-right foot plant in his sponsored
possessing the power to immediately redirect a company either for the better, or worse.
Nike footwear, tearing the entire right side of the shoe. This resulted in a hard fall to the
Let's hope this incident with Zion Williamson doesn't prove to be too detrimental to
floor and Zion Williamson did not return to the game.
Nike's
overall value.
The aftermath of this event did not end with the game. Later that night, Barack
Obama tweeted, "Zion Williamson seems like an outstanding young man as well as an
outstanding basketball player. Wishing him a speedy recovery." Several other high-profile
athletes reached out on twitter about the event, including Boston Celtics, Terry Rozier

Charlie Buress
Contributing Writer

11 Ttah Ia77.. Dnnovan Mitchell. The event was alreadvbeine viewed on a national level.
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The 2019 government shutdown cast light
on the real consequences of partisanship
Border Security has been a pressing issue in the United States for the last few years.

Kathryn Botelho
Contributing Writer

Leader McConnell and President Trump walking in the Capitol Building (AP)
There are about 11.1 million undocumented immigrants in the United States as of 2019.
Many of these individuals make great contributions to society and keep our economy
running. Despite this, some of these illegal immigrants, even if it is a small percentage,
have been convicted of crimes. It is harder for governments to arrest anillegal immigrant
for a crime because they do not have the person's name in their database. This is tricky
because illegal immigrants cannot be automatically tracked when found at a crime
scene. Because of this, police officers will spend more time pinpointing evidence to
an individual that they did not know was in the country. Because of this challenge, a

criminal can be among other citizens for a long time which will possibly put others at
risk. The government realizes this is a major problem and wants to fix this issue. In
turn, the government is faced with the dilemma of how to deal with undocumented
immigrants. The government must both protect the citizens of the USA while also
treating the undocumented immigrants with respect.
Since the 2016 election,Donald Trump has pioneered a movement to have stronger
border security. He came up with the idea to create a wall between the USA and Mexico.
He believed that this would keep undocumented immigrants out. Although seemingly
controversial, his ideas were a success among a large portion of the public. He had also
faced resistance from political leftist constituents and political leftist politicians. His
policies even caused several to protest. After getting elected, he has desired to implement
his extreme border security procedure regardless of the rightful resistance from the
Democratic Party.
This year, Donald Trump has worked to get the wall built. He asked Congress for the
approval of 5.7 billion dollars towards the building of the wall. Congress did not agree
with Donald Trump and his decision to build the wall. They desired to sit down and
discuss other ways to keep undocumented peoples out of the country, stating that the
wall was not the best way to handle the situation. During this meeting, he ended it after
just one minute of conversation when they refused to cooperate with his demands. This
caused him to issue a government shutdown. This shutdown has lasted for thirty-five
days in which 800,000 federal employees were not paid.
Almost a million people were wrongfully denied a paycheck during the Government
Shutdown. This affected jobs from all levels of police, coast guard, IRS, museum workers
and many positions. Many of these hardworking people struggled to pay their bills or
were evicted from their houses. Their only source ofincome was denied of them, due to a
disagreement over a wall between our country and Mexico. Some people had to tap into
their savings accounts while others had to borrow money from family and friends. The
people who could not do either were unable to pay for even bare necessities, and were left
devastated, some houseless. The effects of this government shutdown put an unnecessary
financial strain on contributing members to society.
This wrongful treatment propelled many people to protest. There were hundreds
and thousands of people who showed up to the White House during the 35 days the
government was shut down to fight back against their wrongful treatment. They
demanded that the government shutdown end. After 35 days, the government re-opened
and workers were paid again. Although the problem was solved, this event was a very
divisive and an inconsiderate action towards members in this society who have done
nothing wrong, many of whom probably supported Donald Trump in the election.
In the future, the government should work together towards compromising on issues
and working towards solutions that will benefit everyone instead of making impulsive
decisions that can affect hundreds of thousands of peoples' lives.

GOP greets North Carolina election scandal
with crickets, excuses and misdirection
Mary C. Curtis
MCT Campus
America might know the name of the next president
before voters in North Carolina's 9th District have a
representative in the House.
OK, maybe that's an exaggeration.
But one sure thing is that Mark Harris, the Republican
who thought he won last fall, attended an orientation for
new members of Congress and was picking out an office
— won't be the new congressman. He cited health reasons
in taking himself out of the race that has no end in sight.
The GOP, known for relentlessly pursuing voting
restrictions to prevent practically nonexistent in-person
voter fraud, has been pretty silent about this all-too-real,
high-profile case of probable election fraud that benefited
a Republican.
And that is not an exaggeration, or very surprising.
The scandal that has, again, moved North Carolina
into the political spotlight — and not in a good way — is
far from over, as the State Board of Elections has called
for a new election. In this case that means running a
new primary and general election, which extends this
undecided race into the fall.
In the latest developments, the Wake County district
attorney announced Wednesday that McCrae Dowless,
the political operative and ex-felon at the center of the
case, had been indicted on charges related to his collection
of absentee ballots during elections in 2018 and 2016.
Others involved in the operation also could face charges.
Ah, North Carolina politics — at worst criminal, at
best ridiculous.
So why do Republicans rush to pass laws to prevent
ineligible voters showing up at the polls while staying
mum about actual election fraud that causes a rare doover of a House race? Hypocrisy is too mild a word.
In North Carolina, the fight to establish a law requiring

certain types of voter ID and more obstacles that data show
are particularly onerous for minorities, young people, the
elderly and the poor has dragged on for years. The latest
iteration is being challenged by multiple lawsuits, while
a previous one was tossed out by the courts for targeting
African-American voters with "almost surgical precision."
Despite previous clues about illegal goings-on with
absentee ballots in two North Carolina counties, it took a
close result in a November contest between former Baptist
pastor Harris and Democrat Dan McCready to begin this
latest investigation. (The district may not even exist in
the future because the state's gerrymandered map is also
being contested.)
Testimony in the case was dramatic with a whiff
of family tragedy when John Harris, 29, the former
candidate's son and assistant U.S. attorney for the Eastern
District ofNorth Carolina, said in the public hearing that
he had warned his father about Dowless' reputation and
had told him "collecting absentee ballots was a felony."
It contradicted the recollection of his father, who soon
after called for a new election, backed up by a unanimous
bipartisan vote by the board.
It was only last October at a rally in Charlotte that Harris
stood side by side with and spoke eloquently of Donald
Trump, who reciprocated with a hearty endorsement.
When asked about this latest scandal. Trump quickly
deflected to what he has said are Democrat-orchestrated
voting irregularities. He also resorted to the "both sides"
rhetoric that marked his response to the white nationalist
and neo-Nazi marches in Charlottesville, Virginia, that
resulted in the murder of counterprotester Heather Heyer.
It's about what you would expect from a president
whose Presidential Advisory Commission on Election
Integrity, searching for folks putting on hats and fake
noses to vote as different people and all the "illegals" who
supposedly gave Hillary Clinton her popular vote win in
2016, was disbanded for lack of evidence of any such thing.
In another astonishing example of "Who do you
believe, me or your lying eyes?" Sen. Mitch McConnell

of Kentucky said the North Carolina case was proof that
the GOP's cries of voter fraud were true after all. However,
McConnell failed to mention that the impersonation
craziness Republican-sponsored voter ID bills would stop
hardly ever happens, while absentee ballot shenanigans,
far easier to pull off, are mostly untouched by the GOP.
Not even the wily Senate majority leader was able to
pull off that jiujitsu move.
If Republicans in Washington were serious about
the issue, they would engage in a debate on the first bill
proposed by House Democrats this session, which takes
up anti-corruption and ethics reform and voting rights
provisions. But McConnell has said: "That's not going to
go anyv^here."
Back in North Carolina, you would think the expected
scrutiny would be incentive enough to run a squeaky clean
new race, or to lead to a temporary end to toxic endsjustify-the-means electioneering.
So what is happening next?
Democrat McCready, as expected, is running again;
his campaign and the DNC are reaching out to donors
inside and outside the state. "It's about our democracy.
That's why we're still fighting," he tweeted.
In the GOP primary, Harris has endorsed Stony
Rushing, a county commissioner in Union County, a
socially conservative Republican stronghold. Rushing,
who has proved to be a huge vote-getter in Union, is the
owner of Take Aim Training Range, across the border in
South Carolina, which offers classes and sells firearms. On
his Facebook page, under an American flag, he posted:
"Dan McCready and his establishment friends just threw
ALL of our ballots in the Trash! What are We Going to Do
About IT?"
Expect more Republicans to join the fray, though
Robert Pittenger, the former congressman beaten by
Harris in their GOP primary last year (also under
suspicious, though as yet unproven circumstances) has
said he's not interested.
Can you blame him?
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Humanity's telos in this infinite cosmos
Thomas Maranian
Variety Editor

The telos of life may never be known (WisdomTimes)
When tasked with this exaltedphilosophic inquiry, the
existential being attempts to unearth the truth, and yet the
truth is forever dithered down by subliminal ambiguity.
As with all queries pertaining to philosophy, forthright
answers are scarcely brought to light. In fact, we can
never know, for sure, the answers to most questions. And
so, there remains only one way to go about this. I must
present to you that which I have thought of, so that we
can, together, seek to explore the intricacies of the human
mind. The contents of this exploration will come entirely
from my own perspective and intuition on the matter
and will transfer mindful thought onto paper. That is not
to say many erudite thinkers have never set out on the
very same quest for knowledge. Make no mistake; there
are many minds out there, alt of which are ravenous for
answers. Surely, more questions will arise as you carry on
in this reading. Keep this in mind; your stance may differ,
and that is more than okay. As humans, we all see things
how we deem fitting. It is what makes us so unique. If you
happen to find truth to what Isay, in any or all of what I
dwell upon, well that is quite the marvel, really. More than
anything, this is a readI hope, above all, to stimulate a
philosopher's mindset. There is wisdom to be foundin this
world, most of which is forever hidden to us. I task you
not with a job, but a responsibility as a human being to
unravel the secrets and mysteries of this world asIdo, day
after day. Now to conclude this preliminary preface before
Istart to explore the abundant essence of it: no two minds
are alike. Imagine yourself seated in a room of a handful,
a dozen, or hundreds of people. Look around. What do
you see? You see countless beings seated to your left and
right. What you do not perceive is each of their minds.
You do not know what life has brought them in the past
or what it will bring in the future. You do not know how
they may or may not have been conditioned by societies
of the twentieth or twenty-first century. You do not know
the way the world is depicted in their mind. You see their
shirt as either red orblue, in your own light,and youknow
what you, yourself, look like, but that is not how they see
themselves or you. What you do know,or should know, are
these two truths: an individual philosophizes all things
metaphysics inhis or her own way, and each one ofus is an
accumulation of all our burdens, struggles, and conflicts
bundled together to this exact point in time. Whether the
individual delves into topics such as these or not, he or
she is bound to think differently on the matters, once their
gravitas is fully recognized. Do not mistake existential
thought for commonality amidst people. While many may
share a belief, only one—only you—canunderstand how it
is perceived, in your mind.
Let us begin, naturally, with questions. Why are
we here? Is it to live amongst one another until our last
breath? Are we tasked with leaving a legacy that will carry
on for generations to come? Are we, as humans, intended
for a never-ending quest for knowledge? Are we merely
pawns for the "invisible hand" of society to control? Are
we to work 40 years after education and start a family of
our own? Are we to subject ourselves to the biddings of
a boss other than ourselves? Are we to seize all available
opportunity and make good on our own word?
As was earlier made known, questions have already
arisen. Let us examine the facts together, shall we? What
is the purpose of our eyes? To see. What is the purpose
of our legs? To walk. What is the purpose of our ears? To
hear. And what happens when one of those fail?
Let us say, for instance, that the eyes go blind. What
then? If you think you can no longer see, you would

be wrong. You would then use your ears to see. Let me We would fall to the same chaos, jeopardy, and plight
explain. Without eyes to see your surroundings, your that is seen on this Earth. War has dominated humanity
ability to hear with your ears would allow you, in a way, for centuries on end, never once failing to let up. Why? It
to see. If a boulder falls from a skyscraper standing two is human nature to want more land. It is human nature
hundred feet above ground, and it lands on the ground to hate before we love. It is in our nature to be devious
five feet in front of you, you would hear it and know that and cunning to get what we want. Most humans are lazy,
something crashed down hard against the earth. In this most humans believe in luck, and most humans lust after
way, you would see.
temporary desires, leaving them subject to their own
Let us say that your ears fail to hear. If you think you destruction. It is, undoubtedly, by our own hand that we
can no longer hear, you would againbe wrong. You would bring about our downfall or our salvation. The pillars of
then use your eyes to hear. Let me explain. Without ears life, such as honesty, love, and forgiveness, are, evidently,
to hear of your surroundings, your ability to see with your far too demanding for humans to practice. It is so easy to
eyes would allow you, in a way, to hear. Take the falling turn to hate and destruction in times of distress, rather
boulder example once more. If you saw a boulder falling than being open to these such praxes. And so, war would
from two hundred feet, and your ears had gone deaf, you again dominate Mars, the Moon, or anywhere else we
would see it and know that it made an extremely loud blow decide to translocate ourselves. Perhaps the alien life that
exists inthe far reaches of theuniverse, or inthe multiverse,
to the earth. In this way, you would hear.
L^ us say that your legs fail to walk. If you think you has already progressed to a Utopian society and are on
can no longer travel along roads, up and down stairwells, their way to our Earth. When they find our people to be
and swim across the seas, you would again be wrong. You the way we are, they will have little choice other than to
would then use your hands and arms to traverse wherever conquer us. Again, war, anarchy, strife. They would seek to
you needed or wanted to go. Let me explain. Without legs supplant us from our world, and we would either carry on
to move your body, your ability to traverse with your arms our destructive ways as humans or allow them to trample
and hands would allow you, in a way, to move. Take the us. The latter is far from likely. Ants are to us as we are to
falling boulder example for a third and final time. If you them—them being the alien life that, without doubt, does
either saw or heard or saw and heard a boulder falling exist in another dimension or universe.
from two hundred feet, and you had no legs, you would
If you believe we are at peace, think again.Look around
use your arms and hands to move out of the way and get you. Look on the news. You will find exactly what you do
yourself to safety.
not want to find. So why are we constantly in conflict with
Ihope you saw the point of those examples. If not, do each other? Herding seven billion people together under
not shame yourself I will, of course, explain. Humans one true God, one purpose, or one united code of virtues
survive. Humans adapt. Humans conquer. Humans is near impossible. Binding a country together is hard
master. So, if your eyes, ears, and legs stop working, you enough as it is, never mind an entireplanet of sevenbillion
would still find a way to continue.
people and counting. Every day, we find ourselves amazed
One interpretation I present to you is that the all- by just how many people we encounter and see in passing.
encompassing telos, or goal, of life itself, is primarily We sit in traffic and think how, in the name of all that is
to survive. If we ensure the survival of our people, then good, there are so many people. It is beyond our scope of
this abode we call "Earth" can then be mastered. If we understanding. Soon, Earth will be uninhabitable. Earth
acclimate to our earthly domains, then we can look to cannot continue to house this many people. Animals are
pe.^ j?ne^ig^ this iq^fipite cosmos. But then again, what^ dying out by the day. Deforestation continues to ensue.
does that amount to? We are who we are today because The ocean is beingpolluted to the point that fish are dying
of what we did yesterday, and we will be who we are in astronomical numbers. Global warming is catching up
tomorrow because of what we did today. Earth is what it to our world just as Death presents itself to us every day of
is today because of an ever-evolving timeline. First, there every week of every month of every year. People come and
was supposedly "nothing," then there was land, then came go, but the rate of births far exceeds the rate of deathsthe waters, and then there was life. Our histories only date over three times as much. Amidst such horrors, chaos will
back so far. For all we know, extraterrestrials have already start to unfold as it once didbefore. War will come to pass
invaded and dominated our worldbefore we humans came and there will be many a horrific plight to terrorize us to
along. What will come in ten, a hundred, or a thousand an early grave.
As part of our telos, we must connect our inner
years from now can never be foretold. More importantly,
who will come will never be foretold until the day of our pneumas with our outer selves. To elucidate, we must
unlock our minds of their fullest potential, link them to
own reckoning.
Perhaps we are also tasked with first being able to live our souls, and exercise our moral qualities to those around
alongside all animals, nature, and all seven billion and us in this cosmic realm of existence, so that, when the time
counting humans in peace. If that is so, then our purpose comes, people can call upon us to be sages to the unlearnt
has failed, for since the beginning of humanity, we have and conductors of righteous acts. As Isay time and time
fought each other for power, control, and land. Perhaps again, to be able to perceive and succor others, wholly, we
our purpose is to create a Utopian society, here on Earth, must first master our souls, our own bodies, and our own
before expanding to new planets in the cosmos. When minds. So perhaps we were meant to serve others. If that
someone says "utopia" to you, right away you think it is so, we must delay no more, our quest to fully master
is something that cannot exist. Why? Because you have ourselves. Meditate on your days of old, free your mind
been conditioned by society to think so. Iimplore you to of all pain, sorrow, and suffering, and cast aside all doubt.
think differently! Scholars may believe it is something that You are the master of your mind, not others. You are the
we can learn from. Acolytes of philosophy may believe master of your body,not others. You are the master of your
a Utopia is possible. Whatever the case, Iside with those spirit, not others. You determine your outcomes and your
Establish the
that believe it is possible. WhileIcannot make you change successes, your will, and your freedoms.
your beliefs,I encourage you to mend your belief to this: mind-body connection, and you will do amazing things.
Perhaps we were made to become one with the Earth.
a Utopia is most definitely possible, but it is extremely
problematic and challenging for it to exist. Religious folk It may be our purpose to learn to live as one with nature.
cannot say a Utopia is impossible, because the kingdom of It is then that we might find much more happiness in life.
heaven is, indeed, aUtopia. And the kingdom of heaven is at We would then be tasked with not resisting the cold. We
hand, according to the Bible. Never forget that a Utopia is a would also be tasked with embracing the hot. Embrace
perfect place. Heaven is a perfect place. Paradise. Nirvana. the weather. Embrace nature. Embrace the wonders of the
Idyll. Bliss. They all align. Perhaps our purpose was for us Earth. Embrace what this world has given to you. It is all
to evolve so indefinitelyuntil the point that we can become yours for the taking.
Then again,humanity maynot have an inborn purpose.
immortal, thus making us an indestructible force to then
perfect the cosmos and create such Utopias worthy of our If that is so, then we were made to choose our own
immortal selves. Perhaps Utopia is meant only for those purpose. This makes sense to those who do not believe in
who are immortal. If, indeed, our souls become immortal superstitions like fate, destiny, luck, fortune, the number
upon death and our resurrections to heaven, then we 13, curses, and the rest of the like. Superstitions, to me, are
would fulfill this probe about the necessity of immortality just a way to give credit to some false ideal when you are
to live in a Utopia. The question then becomes this; would the one to actually bring about your successes and failures.
It may be that we were meant to write our name in the
you want to live in a Utopia? That is something for you to
think about, first, before you have a conversation with history books so that our name lives on through the ages.
others about it. If you are ever to see me out and about, If that is so, most of us die the day we draw our last breath.
If that is so, only a few fulfill that purpose. Humanity
perhaps we will have a cup of tea and talk it out.
Let us assume now look to another standpoint, in that is ubiquitous, pervasive, and omnipresent, so, it is
all creation on Earth can coexist harmoniously. It is then, understandable that not everyone is able to achieve such a
and only then, that we would be tasked with expanding to feat. Aristotle, Alexander the Great, George Washington,
new planets. Yes, we may have need to get off this planet John F. Kennedy. NeedIgo on?
or we risk our permanent extinction in the coming years.
Continued on next page!
But from a philosophical standpoint, is that really wise?
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As religions have suffused over thousands of years,
in an explanation of how we were created and how we
must live, then the purpose of life would have been
God's purpose. The Bible made us known of the Ten
Commandments and the doctrinesby which we must live,
if we are to be good Christians of God's Word and name.
Other religions have their own texts that make known
how believers of that faith should live. It has been written
and proclaimed that we must love, serve others, and live as
intercessors of the faith we choose, so that the world will
unite under one such true God. Perhaps the meaning of
life is not ours to decide after all, and it was an omnipotent
being's decision. If that is so, we will never know until
we meet him or her in the afterlife. That is under the
assumption an afterlife is what awaits all of us after our
physical death. Even then, will we ever know? Will there
be an "aha!" moment where we finally are told what we are
on Earth for? Some religions claim we will be reborn at
the last hour into another being's body—we will, in their
eyes, reincarnate into a life better or worse than the one we
live right now.If that is to be so, we will continue to roam
Earth until it dies out, at which point another big bang
will take place and we will live on in a perpetual cycle of
wanting again to know what the purpose of life is. Have
you ever had deja vu? Have you ever dreamt you were alive
in a different period of time, in the same body as your own
and with the same mind? Perhaps these are ways our past
selves are trying to connect with us of the lives we once
lived. You cannot tell me you know whatIsay is nonsense.
Perhaps the extraterrestrials some of us are so invested in
discovering, or to others the beings that simply cannot
exist, are us, ourselves, living in alternate dimensions and
universes. Perhaps the only beings to come into contact
with us our, indeed, our own selves. If that is the case,
our doppelgangers will stop at nothing to connect with
us. Plato once said that there is "love" and there is "Love."
What is meant by this? The "love" that we know, in this
life, is a falsity projected by humanity, but that "Love" is
the real "love" and is the exact, perfected image of what
"love" really is and should be—that our worldly life is a
hand-me-down of the spiritual life in another dimension.

It could be that he was right, and our world is nothing
more than a test of our ability, as humans, to live to some
greater beings' degree of what these virtues really are.
And perhaps there is no meaning of hfe, whatsoever.
Som^e would certainly agree to that. We live, we fight,
and We die. Simple as that. It is a plausible explanation.
Everything that we amount to in life is only going to last
for so long. When we came into consciousness around the
age of 5 or 6, we were of an age that we knew extremely
little of the world. Now, whatever age you are, you are
likely able to comprehend life around you and understand
what is expected of you in this life. You now can tell that
life is to end at some point. Basically, you are at a point
where you are aware of your surroundings, and yet you
know little of why they work in such a way and why they
work at all. If this is true, we are, to this day, still blind of
why we are here. If there was a purpose to life, why has it
not presented itself already? When we die, we will forever
be unconscious. People say that Death brings us peace, but
is that really a peace we wish to have? Is that a peace that
will remain forever?
You must keep an open mind. Do not be alarmed by
what is about to be written. This is philosophy after all.
Anyways, imagine a virus. Just an ordinary virus. It takes
hold of itself in a host body. It spreads. It duplicates. It
spreads and duplicates. It follows this pattern until both
the host and the virus die together, or a cure is put in
place and the virus is gone or replaced by another. Take
the universe into question. Take Earth into question.
Earth, now being the host, has sprung to life an infinitude
amount of people (the virus). People reproduce (the virus
duplicates). People spread out and expand to new lands
(the virus spreads to new lands). People kill each other,
the world burns, and the virus never ceases to inflict its
symptoms. When does it stop? When humanity is wiped
out. Humanity is the virus.Earth is its host. If we establish
life on another planet, we play hopscotch from one Earth
to the next. The virus spreads until we are extinct, at which
point the Earth cleanses and cures itself of its virus. This
could mean that until humanity is extinct, we will forever
be a never-ending virus that spreads from planet to planet.

galaxy to galaxy, universe to universe. Unless, of course,
there is a cure. I see two possibilities. One: consummate
society so as to have a Utopia. Two: let humanity run its
course until our own extinction. If the latter, then at that
point, the waters will be cleansed. Nature will be healed.
And the Earth will revert to its stillness, where the world
remained silent.I do wonder, though, who might replace
us. What will the next wave be like? Will we come again,
wiser than before? Again, this is just another part of my
collected works of philosophy, not a firm conviction to
sway your beliefs.
If you noticed, the word 'perhaps' was used quite a bit
throughout this article. This is what makes philosophy
so great. We all have our own viewpoints and way of
thinking. Society, our peers, and time itself shape how we
think and what we feel.I encourage all of you to examine
your consciousness and fully exercise your mind. For
you, too, will discover new ideas just asI have, from day
to day, conversation to conversation, and paragraph to
paragraph. There may never be definite answers to all
that was investigated in this reading, for we are merely
human and not an all-knowing species. We may forever
be in the dark of our telos. Are you okay with that? If yes,
Iam sorry for you.If no, then, like me, you will continue
to seek answers, despite knowing they will likely never be
found. If nothing else, know this: the greatest human good
to come from existential thought is lifelong scrutiny of the
way the world operates and of the many worldly beings to
walk the earth. To first be conscious of these queries, then
question them, and finally work towards their verities, is
what, perhaps, what makes us all so extraordinary.
And so,I ask you whether you were aggravated by this
reading? Were you mystified, knocked for six, or wanting
to know more? If not,Ifailed as a philosopher. If yes, then
my message transfers to you. The tasks that will forever
be appointed to you—yes you—are these: ask questions,
enlighten your mind with thought-provoking queries, and
attempt to find answers. That is all we can ever do, in this
life.

Looi( for Orion, the Hunter, in the east
David A. Huestis
Historian

in the nebulosity. This asterism is called the Trapezium. These four stars are "youngsters"
in the universe—only about one million years old. They formed out of some of the gas
and dust in the nebula. Approximately 1,000 other stars share a space of about four light
years in diameter with the Trapezium stars. That's crowded real estate!! And more suns
will coalesce out df this Stellar hursery in the future.
No one has described the humbling effect the Orion Nebula has on us amateur
astronomers any better than Garrett P. Serviss in his 1901 book "Pleasures of the
Telescope."
"Nowhere else in the heavens is the architecture of a nebula so clearly displayed. The
work of creation is proceeding within its precincts. There are stars apparently completed,
shining like gems just dropped from the hand of the polisher, and around them are
masses, eddies, currents, and swirls of nebulous matter yet to be condensed, compacted,
and constructed into suns. It is an education in the nebular theory of the universe merely
to look at this spot with a good telescope. If we do not gaze at it long and wistfully, and
return to it many times with unflagging interest, we may be certain that there is not the
making of an astronomer in us."
Did you or one of your family members receive a telescope for Christmas? If bad
weather and cold temperatures kept you from observing during January and February,
I would suggest that the Orion Nebula be your first celestial target during early March
before Orion disappears from view in evening twilight. Then you can decide for yourself
whether or not Serviss' description still does justice to the magnificence of this nebula
today.
The Orion Nebula looks absolutely wonderful with some of the larger instruments
at the local observatories. Don't forget that March is a transitional month from winter
into spring, and here in Southern New England we can experience a wide range of
weather. Be sure to check the respective websites for any cancellation notices and
observing schedules before venturing out for a visit. Seagrave Memorial Observatory
(http://www.theskyscrapers.org) in North Scituate is open every clear Saturday night.
Ladd Observatory (http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Physics/Ladd/) in Providence
is open every clear Tuesday night. The Margaret M. Jacoby Observatory at the CCRI
Knight Campus in Warwick (http://www.ccri.edu/physics/observatory.htm) is open
every clear Thursday night. Frosty Drew Observatory (http://www.frostydrew.org/) in
Charlestown is open every clear Friday night.
As always, keep your eyes to the skies.
David A. Huestis

As the month of March begins, those of you who are early risers will notice a beautiful
sight in the eastern sky before dawn. On the 1st brilliant Venus will be about t^n degrees
above the horizon. About 15 degrees to the upper right of Venus you'll see Saturn, and
two and a half degrees to the upper right of Saturn be a very thin waning crescent Moon.
Twenty degrees fartherin the same direction you'll find bright Jupiter. These astronomical
bodies appear along this linear arc because it is the ecliptic (the path of the Sun though
our sky and the plane of the solar system). This stunning sky scene will be an excellent
photo opportunity, soIencourage anyone to capture it.
Everyone with an interest in astronomy probably has a favorite constellation. It may be
because of the star pattern's mythology, its shape in the sky, or for the beautiful objects
that reside within its boundaries.
While the months of March, April and May are meteorologically spring months, an
astronomer can still observe many of the sky's prominent winter constellations early in
the season. What's more is that the temperatures outside may be more moderate.
One of my favorite constellations is the most prominent star pattern in the winter
sky—Orion, the mighty hunter. However, on March 1 this large constellation, 26th in
size, can easily be found about halfway above the southern horizon after sunset. (See
accompanying star map.) Though Orion rises on his side, only when he is due south of
our location is he standing upright. With the exception of Ursa Major (the Big Dipper)
and Scorpius (the scorpion), Orion is probably the most recognizable of star patterns. He
is also the brightest of all the 88 constellations.
The mythology of Orion, like many of the older northern hemisphere constellations
that date back to the early Greeks and Romans, is quite extensive. The mythIlike the
most can easily be visualized in the vault of the heavens. Orion fell in love with Pleione,
one of the seven sisters known as the Pleiades. To protect the sisters from Orion's
amorous pursuit Zeus placed them in the sky. Though Orion also attained a position
in the sky, Zeus positioned Taurus the bull in the sky between Orion and the Pleiades
to further thwart his advances. Taurus is recognized by the V-shaped asterism known
as the Hyades, with the red giant star Aldebaran marking the bull's eye. One can easily
observe this confrontation to this day as Orion continues to pursue the Pleiades across
the sky while fending off the bull.
Before we explore one of the most beautiful celestial objects visible to amateur
telescopes (and the determining factor for Orion being one ofmy favorite constellations),
let's examine some of the major stars that comprise this sky pictogram.
The prominent red star Betelgeuse marks Orion's eastern shoulder (top left, from our
til
perspective) and Bellatrix marks the western one (top right). Betelgeuse, which means
"the armpit of the central one," is a very large red giant star at a distance of 520 light
years, measuring in at a conservative 950 solar diameters. It coincidentally resides in a
"giant" of a constellation. If you replaced our Sun with Betelgeuse it would extend out to
the asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter.
Blue-white supergiant Rigel resides 800 light years away and is positioned at Orion's
western heel (bottom right), while Saiph is at the eastern one (bottom left). Rigel, in
Arabic, means "the left leg of the giant." West ofBellatrix is a curved group of eight stars
that represents Orion's shield. Contained within the rectangle formed by Betelgeuse,
Bellatrix, Rigel and Saiph is a string of three stars that comprises Orion's belt. Just below
^
, Mr
the belt you'll find Orion's sword, made up of a small group of stars.
The grandeur of Orion resides in the region of his sword. Using binoculars you'll see a
wispy, hazy patch of green light enshrouding the stars. Using a telescope even under low
magnification will reveal a greenish tinged nebula of dust and gas, the magnificent Orion
Nebula (see photo insert).
Ckkin
You'll be amazed at the intricate swirls of nebulosity, especially on a moon-less night
in a dark country sky. This nebula complex lies about 1,400-1,500 light years distant and These coming spring months, l(eep your eyes peeled on the eastern sl(y and
is about 30 light years across. You'll also immediately notice four bright stars embedded watch for Orion, the IHunter! (David Huestis)

Vartely,

March 1st, 2019.
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Forests and tree$ provide vital resources to

1.3 billion people.
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Sudoku is back!
8
3
1
7 4
5
2
9
5
2
5
3
2 1
6
5 9
6 5
2
9 6
8
Solved puzzle on next page!

1
5
1
2
2 7
6 5

Variety
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5 9
7 4
4 3
2 8
3 6 8 2
5 9 1 7
1 4 6 5
2
6
9
4

3
8
1
7

8 6 7 4
2 1 9 5
5 7 2 8
3 5 6 1
1 9 5 7
6 4 8 3
7 2 3 9

1
3
6
9
4
2
8

8 5 9 6 4 3 1 2 7
7 2 3 1 9 8 4 6 5
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Ronzia
PIZZA & SUBS

NOW SERVING:
Mac & Cheese Pasta
w/ bacon or grilled/fried chicken

Now Hiring!
Located in Newport Hall

401-531-6620
This week's recommended read
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